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OUTH AFRICA Churchmen Continue Protest Against Bill 


Even though the Native Laws Amendment Bill in South Africa has been revised 
ee EPS No. 12), churchmen are still protesting against it. 


gz The Bishop of Johannesburg, in a sermon on March 26, said that if the specific clause 
ere used either by the present Minister of Native Affairs, Dr. Hendrik Verwoerd, or any 
- his successors to interfere with the freadom of worship, the church would be unable to 
be ay- It would cowsel its clergy and its people to do likewise, he said. 

"In saying this, I recognize that it is a grave matter to disobey the laws of the land, 
ad a still more serious thing to advise others to do so. But we have fully weighed the 
Irobable consequences of our actions and: believe that we must face whatever suffering may 
involved rather than submit to interference in the life of the Church." 


The new form gives the Minister of Native Affairs the right to direct that no "native" 
all attend any church service in an urban area if in his opinion their presence is a 
uilsance o 


The bishop pointed out that the redrafted bill, in principle, gives the Minister of 
lative Affairs the power to determine who should or should not worship in any particular 
fhurch. Even worse, he pointed out, is that whereas in the original clause "the penalty 
ir failing to comply would fall on the churches, now the onus for obeying the minister's 
actions is placed on the voiceless and voteless African people." 


The bishop, the Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves; said that if the Church resisted, in all 
‘obability some people who had never grasped the true nature of the Church might leave the 
murch. <A few might be found who would inform against church people and denounce them to 

i@ authorities. "But hard as that kind of action is always to bear, we must not be de= 
irred from resisting to the end any threats of interference with the life of the Church," 
bishop said. 


In other action against the bill, the executive committee of the Christian Council of 
ith Africa has decided to appoint a panel of legal advisers who will keep a watching 
rie? on anything that may affect religious liberty. 


After a conference, Roman Catholic bishops in the Union of South Africa have declared 
hat their concérn over the bill-has not been abated by the amendment. 


The Anglican Bishop of Pretoria, in commenting on the redraft of the clause, said, 


(believe that the minister can only safeguard religious liberty by withdrawing this 
ause " E.P.Ses Geneva 


Division of Studies Established by National Council 


’ A Division of Studies was set up by the Australian Council for the World Council of 
ches at its recent annual meeting. During the next two years, the division will focus 
work on the first National Faith and Order Conference of the Australian Churches, which 

«© be held in January, 1959. 
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The theme for this conference adopted by the division is "Obedience to Christ as the 
Lord of the Church and the World". Studies will consider the implication of this obedience 
or the mission and tasks of the Australian churches and the consequent meaning for the 
inity of Australian churches. 


Chairman of the new division is the Rev. G. Calvert Barber, Queen's College, Carlton, 
Wictoria, and the secretary is Mr. J. J. Webb, warden of the University of Melbourne. 
BePoSe 3 Geneva 


Protestants to Establish Mass-Communications Center 


French Protestants working in the fields of radio, television, film, sound recording; 
Mpress and publicity are to establish a "Protestant Center of Mass-Media Techniques". 


| The decision was taken at the close of a week-end conference held late in March at 
‘Bievres,; near Paris. Over fifty experts and workers heard addresses from theologians and 
laymen and viewed films. The draft statement of purpose for the new center calls for 
research into the basis. for the Church's use of the mass media and modern techniques of 
publicity. Workers will be encouraged to use the media responsibility and with respect 
for personality. The center will attempt to stimulate the production of "works of quality 
made in the spirit of the Reformation" and to coordinate Protestant initiatives throughout 
France. 


A nine-member committee has been established to draw up statutes for presentation to 
a general meeting. Among leaders on the committee, which is independent but in close touch 
with the French Protestant Federation, is the Rev. André Appel, the Federation's secretary. 
Pastor Marcel Gosselin, producer of Protestant television programes in France, Pastor C. F. 
Rosenstiehl of Alsace and Pastor Henri de Tienda, well-known pioneer of Protestant evangel- 
ism through film, are among other members. 


J | The Reve John Garrett and Mr. John Taylor of the Department of Information, World 
Council of Churches, Geneva, attended the meeting as advisers. EeP.Se, Geneva 


Religious Situation in South America Changes Slow 


The religious situation in South America is changing slowly, according to a report 
by Dr. Paul M. Limbert, secretary general of the World Alliance of YMCAs, but spiritual 
interest is growing and there are signs of new movements within Catholicism. 


Some younger priests, he reported, are stressing biblical and doctrinal studies and 
@ few are experimenting with gatherings in homes for discussions of family problems. 


Dr. Limbert returned to Geneva on April 1 after attending the Tenth Continental Con- 

vention of the South American Federation of YMCAs and a YMCA=sponsored International Con- 

ference of Young Men, both held in Argentina. He also visited YMOAs in Argentina, Uruguay 
and Brazil. 


Many leaders, he reported, see a new opportunity for the YMCA to help fill the spiritual 
vacuum in which many young people live, but, he said, the inclusive and flexible approach 
of the YMCA is often misunderstood by both Protestants and Catholics. 


‘There are more than 0,000 YMCA members in South America, but the movement has grown 
Slowly during its 50 years of existence. The only notable expansion in recent years has 
been in Brazil, but there are 100 cities in the country with more than 100,000 population 
and only five YM@As. 


Dr. Limbert reported that associations in South America, once established, become 
self-supperting more rapidly than in many other parts of the world. E.P.S.5 Geneva 
Missionaries Will Be Welcome 


_ Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah of the new state of Ghana says he will continue to 
welcome Christian missionaries into the nation. 


"We owe a lot to missionaries," he told a press conference. Most of the members of 
's cabinet attended | mission schools, and 80 per cent of the children in these schools 
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The Rev. Christian G. Baeta, chairman of the Christian Council of Ghana, also paid 
tribute to the missionaries and stressed the need to improve Christian instruction. "The 
Ordinary religious instruction given is very primitive," he said. "We teach young people 
basic Bible stories but little instruction is given on how to carry Christianity into 
practical life. Only the Christians can give the moral instruction so vital to a young 


fation and they must do this through literature." E.P.Se, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Moscow Patriarchate Names New Exarch 


| Bishop Dionisi has been named by Patriarch Alexei, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, 

is exarch for North America of the Moscow Patriarchate. An American citizen since 198, 
‘Bishop Dionisi has been in service as substitute exarch and bishop of New York for the 
Patriarchal Church since last January. 


The new exarch was formerly Bishop of Chicago for the autonomous Russian Orthodox 
Mhurch of North America, which does not recognize the authority of the Moscow Patriarchate. 
‘He transferred to the Patriarchal Church early this year. 


4 Bishop Dionisi fills the post to which Patriarch Alexei had appointed Archbishop 
Soris of Odessa in 195). However, in November, 1955, the U.S. State Department cancelled 

a visa for Archbishop Boris on the grounds that it was contrary to an agreement between 

whe U.S. and Russia to permit Soviet clergymen to minister only to Russian citizens in the 

J-S. A recent broadcast from Moscow said that Archbishop Boris had been transferred to 

Nead the Russian Church in the Ukrainian districts of Odessa and Kherson. E.P.S:,5 Geneva 


New Roman Catholic Bishop Advocates Christian Unity 


(Berlin) - At his installation the new Roman Catholic Bishop of Berlin, Dr. Julius Dépfner, 
addressed a special appeal to Protestants. He said, "It is our duty towards truth and 
towards the one Church of Christ to take separate ways; but at the same time the love of 
fhrist constrains us to make our separation tolerable, even fruitful, through mutual under-= 
standing." 


Christians must stand together against all the forces of our time which are a menace 
sto every form of Christian life, the bishop said. He thanked the Evangelical Church for 
its kindness in lending its premises for Catholic services. 


At his enthronement the Evangelical Church was represented by General Superintendent 
"Pack. Bishop Dépfner also paid an official visit to Dr. Otto Dibelius, Evangelical Bishop 


Bishop Dépfner comes from Wiirzburg, where he has devoted himself since 198 to the 
annual celebration of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. In a sermon preached this 
year during the week of prayer he urged his congregation in Wiirzburg "to work and pray with 
all their strength and all their love for the rewion of divided Christendom in the one 
‘Church of Jesus Christ." (See EPS No; 5). E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Van Dusen Urges United Protestant Missionary Witness 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pa.) - President Henry P. Van Dusen of Union Theological Seminary, New 
fork, speaking to 300 Methodist women mission leaders meeting here in March, said that 
the "church cannot wait for the union of all its branches before it unites in missionary 
witness to peoples of other lands and other faiths." 


Citing the rapid growth of nationalism in every part of the world and the "reawakening 
fF the ancient religions of Asia due to the nationalistic upsurge," he declared that the 
missionary program of the Protestant church must be "strengthened and speeded." 


"There is need for a single board - an ecumenical body of missions representing all 
churches - in each of the major mission fields," he said. "The world situation calls for 
a radically new strategy, with each denomination contributing resources and personnel to 
the direction of that board and for a world Christian missionary ecumenical council di- 
recting the whole." 


"We are now witnessing the beginning of a world church," Dr. Van Dusen said, "and it 
come just in the nick of time." E.P.Se,5 Geneva 
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HUNGARY A New Reformed Church Weekly 
A new Reformed weekly paper with the title "Reformatusok Lapja" is appearing in 
Hungary. The editor is Istvan Szamoskozi, provost of the northern district of Budapest, 
Who writes in a leading article that the service of God's Word and evangelism is the special 
task of the new paper. 


The first number contains a greeting from Bishop Albert Bereczky and reports on the 
Sit to Budapest on March 23 of Dr. Joseph Hromadka, professor of theology at Prague, and 
Bishop Imre Varga. 


The Press Department of the Reformed Convention has recently published 50,000 copies 
f a new catechism, 50,000 copies of the Hungarian Reformed church*calendar and a Bible= 
‘reading plan. 


The monthly paper "Reformatus Egyhaz" (The Reformed Church) will also appear again 
‘regularly after April 1. Its board of editors includes Professor Josef Bodonhelyi of the 
‘Theological Seminary of Budapest and Professor Endre Toth, dean of the Theological Academy 
jat Debrecen. The editor-in-chief is Janos Bottyan. EeP:Sey Geneva 


tn Bebe 


A five-year plan to convert Holy Cross Greek Orthodox Theological School in Brookline, 
Wass., into the Greek Orthodox University of America has been announced by Archbishop 
ichael, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of North and South America. With the 
addition of more graduate studies, the school expects to attain wmiversity status in 1962. 


dee 


A Donald Baillie Memorial Fund is being set up to honor the late professor of St. 
y's College, St. Andrews, Scotland, It will be used to bring young ecumenical leaders 
from Europe and the yowmeger churches to St. Mary's and to send St. Mary's students to 
centers such as the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland. 


Ket KK 


A commission of five international jurists drafting the constitution of Malaya, which 
becomes an independent country next August, have recommended that the document should not 
declare Islam to be the state religion. A member of the commission, Judge Abdul Hamid of 
Pakistan, a Moslem, submitted a minority report urging that Islam be designated the state 
religion of Malaya. (See also EPS No. 36, 1956). 


He 


The Church of South India will send two Indian Christian couples to Thailand as soon 
as negotiations have been completed with the Church of Christ in Thailand. The Thailand 
Church is reported to be anxious to have workers from other Asian countries, and church 
leaders in India feel that Buddhists in Thailand, who emphasize the Indian origin of their 
religion, may listen with special interest to Christian missionaries from India. 


fee er a 


After a tour of 36 general refugee camps in Yugoslavia, a World University Service 
committee reports that it has located a total of 500 Hungarian students. Of these, 300 
were in school when they left Hungary and the other 200 would have entered wmiversities 
last autumn. WUS will gather the students in separate camps and provide visas and trans- 
portation as scholarships are available. The World's Student Christian Federation is one 
of the sponsoring agencies of WUS. 


oS le 


Bishop Rajah B. Manikam, of the Tamil Evangelical Lutheran Church in South India, 
has been appointed Harry Emerson Fosdick visiting professor at Union Theological Seminary 
iim New York for 1957-58. Bishop Manikam was the joint East Asia secretary of the World 
Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council for five years before he was 
elected bishop in January, 1956. 
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No. 13 - April 5, 1957 Se 


Under the auspices of the Church of the Augsburgian Confession and the Reformed Church 
Alsace-lorraine,.the Ecumenical Commission of these two churches is organizing a two- 
ay training course at Strasbourg on April 30 and May 1. Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, 
eneral secretary of the World Cowmcil of Churches, will introduce a discussion on the 
tubject "Ecumenism and Catholicism". On May 1 a service will be held in the church of 
Saint-Pierre le Jeune conducted by Pastor Marc Boegnery president of the French Protestant 
ederation. ; 
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After Billy Graham's. revival campaign in Paris in June 1955, the French Evangelical 
Alliance brought out a O-minute gramophone record giving the essential part of one of 

‘the meetings held in the Winter Stadium. The first edition was sold out within a few days, 
‘and a second edition has just appeared. 
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The Evangelical Church of Braunschweig has set up an independent pastoral service 
‘for gypsies. The pastor in charge speaks the Romany language. The task of the chaplaincy 
Will include spiritual care, efforts to induce gypsies to settle down in one place, and 
‘advice on housing and employment. 
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A communion service has been conducted in a church at Kongsvingers; Norway, by Pastor 
Helga Jensen, of Denmark. It was the first time that a woman pastor had ever preached in 
a Norwegian pulpit and was described by the Oslo paper "Morgenpost" as "an event in the 

history of the Church." 
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The "One Great. Hour of Sharing" on March 31 lamched the 1957 united appeal in major 
Protestant churches by Church World Service. On the same day, Roman Catholic churches 
arked the "Bishops' Relief Fumd Appeal". There is also a united Jewish appeal, the 
"Emergency Rescue Fund." 


The united appeal accomts for more than 80 per cent of the United States! volwmtary 
‘efforts for overseas relief. 
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A Christian. Literature Fund for the Bantu of South Africa has been launched by the 
Dutch Reformed churches with a goal of £€3,000,000. The money will be used to distribute 
Bibles, establish presses in Bantu areasy. subsidize the publication of Christian literature 
and buy mobile units to aid in the distribution. 
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The National Christian Council of Japan has asked that adequate provision be made 
for farmers dispossessed from their lands in Okinawa to make room for new United States 
military installations. The council, at its annual meeting last month; "expressed its 
deep sympathy" and "urged the Japanese, Okinawan and American governments to redouble 
their efforts to find substitute land." 
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Dr. Istwan Szagledy, 6, professor of New Testament in the Reformed Theological 
Seminary in Budapest, Hmegary, is the new dean of the institution. He succeeds Dr. Laszlo 
D, who resigned the administrative post a few weeks ago but retains his professorship. 
ir. Suzegledy is the son of the late Dr. Santor Szegledy, famed Bible translator. He has 
been a professor in the seminary since 19). His appointment was announced by the General 
Convent of the Reformed Church. 
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Sir Samuel Ranganadhan, president of the Council of YMCAs in India and former 
indian High Commissioner in London, was among those receiving honorary doctorate degrees 
‘cently from the Madras University. E.P.S., Geneva 
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